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Effectiveness, Improvement and Accountability
The Assessment Update is a short summary of information distributed electronically to members of the Division of Student Affairs periodically by the Assessment and Research Steering Committee.  This edition of the Assessment Update includes:

National Study of Living-Learning Programs

· Colorado State University Living-Learning Programs

· Summary of Key Findings

· Study Method

CSU Residence Hall Living-Learning Programs Show Significant Benefits.

This is a summary report of the findings from Colorado State University for the National Study of Living-Learning Programs (NSLLP) which represents a multi-institutional study of living-learning programs.  The study was conducted during the winter and spring of 2007 at 52 colleges and universities across the United States.  The primary purpose for this research was to study the impact of living-learning programs on various student outcomes.

CSU Living-learning Programs

The living-learning programs studied from Colorado State University were:

· Allison Community for Engineers (ACE)

· Key Service Community

· Honor Living and Learning Community

· Ingersoll Residential College (College of Natural Sciences)

· Key Academic Community

· Pre-veterinary Medicine Program

· Health and Exercise Science Community

· Living Substance Free

· Leadership Development Community

· Network CSU

Summary of Key Findings

CSU Living-learning students report an easier academic and social transition to college than their non-living-learning peers.

CSU Living-learning students report more:

· Positive peer diversity interactions

· Frequent faculty mentorship

· Frequent use of residence hall resources, including co-curricular residence hall resources, computer labs, academic advisors, interactions with professors, and attendance at seminars and lectures

CSU Living-learning students are more likely than their comparison group peers to agree that:

· The residence hall environment is academically and socially supportive

Significantly more students in the CSU Living-learning group:

· Utilize work-study as financial aid

· Report that they do not drink alcohol and never have

· Report that they less frequently experience nuisance negative secondary alcohol-related behavior

Students in the living-learning sample report more often than the comparison sample:

· Attending a presentation by a professional in their intended field

· Visiting the work setting of a professional in their intended field 

· Studying with others, either with one person or a small group

· Engaging in more outreach to high school students

CSU living-learning students spent significantly more time than the control group:

· Attending classes

· Studying

· Participating in religious and community service activities

CSU Living-learning students report less:

· Professional confidence

· Confidence in working independently

· Confidence in  their computer ability
Study Method

The NSLLP data collection was conducted using an Internet survey.  Respondents were contacted via email.  Each participating school provided sample lists containing students and contact information.  The sample contained two types of students; those participating in living-learning programs, and a comparable control sample made up of students not participating in a living-learning program.  Colorado State University’s sample included 1,186 living learning students and 1,186 control sample students.  The NSLLP summary is based on responses from 277 students in the living-learning sample and 245 students in the control sample. 

For more information on the NSLLP contact Teresa Metzger at 491-4705 or teresa.metzger@colostate.edu
StudentVoice – An Online Assessment Tool

The Division of Student Affairs uses a helpful assessment tool – StudentVoice.  StudentVoice allows student affairs departments to quickly build and maintain custom assessment programs that are easily integrated with everyday operations.  StudentVoice helps manage the assessment process so you can spend less time working to collect data and more time interpreting information and helping students.  The complete StudentVoice system includes unique tools such as:

· Handheld Data Collection – Collect data electronically on-site, and at specific events or locations.

· Web Data Collection – Collect data from large sets of the campus population by sending email invitations to targeted student respondents or by posting questions to existing high-traffic websites where participation can be encouraged.

· Online Data Reporting – All handheld and web results are streamlined to a central online data archive that is password accessible for staff to monitor project progress and easily share information.  Data sets are instantly reported in raw counts, percentages and graphs with cross-tab capabilities and file exporting options.

· Assessment Support – The CSU Division of Student Affairs receives full technical support, including platform installation/set-up assistance, project entry, and hosting/access privileges.  

For more information on StudentVoice contact Dave McKelfresh at 491-4722 or david.mckelfresh@colostate.edu

Assessment Resources:

· CSU Assessment Reporting Database – 

http://assessment.colostate.edu

To view Division of Student Affairs assessment plans use the following login information under “Department or Demo login”:

username:  affairs


Password: student11

Information provided by the Assessment and Research Steering Committee (ARSC) http://www.studentaffairs.colostate.edu/resources/staff/committees.asp.  For more information contact:  Dave McKelfresh at david.mckelfresh@colostate.edu.

